Governor’s Report

WCR National Conference November 12 – 15, 2009

San Diego, CA

Thank you again for the opportunity to serve as a Michigan Governor in 2009.  It has been a pleasure to attend local chapter meetings as well as national meetings to represent our WCR membership interests.  

Wednesday was travel day.  I arrived in San Diego mid day and had a little time to settle in and explore the waterfront and then attended the WCR welcome mixer.  We played a fun bingo game to get everyone to introduce themselves and meet each other.  A good kick off for the conference.

Thursday was a full day of meetings.  In the opening session, our national line officers presented an overview of the conference & how to best take advantage of the educational sessions to be offered for the meeting.  Then the 2010 NAR President Vicki Cox Golder addressed our group.  Impressive lady – also a WCR member!  Next I attended the Outreach & Influence Strategic Forum (which I will be serving on in 2010).  This session was divided into 2 segments.  The first presentation was with three WCR members who are active volunteers in their community.  They shared aspects regarding balancing their time between their professional, volunteer & personal activities and the rewards that they derive.  There are many talented members in WCR! The second portion was a presentation by Ann Hoiberg, President San Diego League of Women Voters, who spoke about “If real estate is your profession, politics is your business.”    She is a very influential lady who has made many political connections to advance the position of women.  She strongly advocated that political involvement builds influence, credibility & your business.  Afterwards, I attended the joint meeting for Strategic Forum Steering Committees to prepare for my involvement on Outreach & Influence next year.  
After a quick lunch with other MI attendees I took part in the Region 2 committee meeting.  RVP Nancy Farkas led the meeting and we reconfirmed RVP-elect Anita Zabielski from Illinois as our incoming Regional Vice President.  Anita outlined the Regional meeting that will be held July 13 - 15, 2010 in St Charles, IL.  It has been a great way to connect with other members for education & networking – I would highly encourage everyone to attend these sessions!   The General Assembly rounded out the afternoon’s events as PMN awards were presented and the candidates nominated as line officers were introduced.
Friday was voting day and I checked in early to register to vote and proceeded to the annual business meeting for the election of National Line Officers for 2010.  Margo Willis, President Elect, Bobbie Nelson, Recording Secretary, and Anita Davis, Financial Secretary were elected.  A very talented team of ladies to lead our national board!  After another quick lunch I attended the orientation for 2010 RVP’s and State Chapter Officers.  Becky Hill our 2009 President & Margo Willis, 2009 Recording Secretary, reviewed our duties for our State chapters for the upcoming year.  
I then attended the 2010 Steering Committee & Program Group Orientation where we heard the charges for the strategic forums and met with my Outreach & Influence committee members for our session planning for next year.  Afterwards I spent an hour at the NAR Expo Grand Opening.
Saturday began with attending the Finance & Budget Committee meeting which I am also serving on in 2010.  It is amazing to see the process of balancing the funds for this national organization and I look forward to working on this committee next year.  I then was able to attend an educational session with Tami Bonnell, President of Exit Realty.  She spoke about future real estate trends and expectations for broker and agents.  Her basic premise was that you need a business plan.  Without it – you only drift with the tide.  Work on your business – not in it!  Know what is going on in your area in order to be prepared for your business.  Be pro-active and part of the solution!  The next event was the Inaugural Luncheon for Deborah Gilmore.  It was a lovely event held at noon instead of the usual dinner time.  It was a great tribute to Deborah with her broker as emcee and plenty of special music. Special guest speaker Sachi Koto, former anchor of CNN News, spoke about her touching story of home ownership to round out the event.  The 2009 National Governing Board held a working session afterwards to review activities for the following day’s Governing Board Meeting.  I then joined our MI group to hear Condoleesa Rice speak at the NAR General Session.  
Sunday morning was the Governing Board meeting with another voting session.  We elected two members to the 2010 Executive Committee.  Our own Chris Wretschko was one of the nominees and spoke very eloquently.  Next time Chris! The two elected were Nikki Boyd from Idaho and Mary Ann Jeffers from Texas.  All of the WCR national committee chairs reported on their activities plus WCR delegates to NAR committees reported activities back the membership.  There was much info shared and those reports can be viewed on the WCR site.
Respectfully submitted,

Laurie J. Koelling

